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before him. The Pope refused him this honour. He
dined, however, the next day with the Pope, and an
interchange of presents took place.d

At length Hadrian consented to admit him to the
communion. Towards the close of the holy office,
holding the body and blood of Christ in his hands, the
Pope thus addressed the king: "If thou avouchest
thyself innocent of the crime of adultery, for which
thou hast been excommunicated by the Lord Nicolas,
and art resolved never again to have unlawful inter-
course with the harlot Waldrada, draw near in faith,
and receive this sacrament for the remission of thy sins.
But if thou thinkest in thy heart to return to wallow in
adultery, beware of receiving it, lest thou provoke the
terrible judgement of God." The king shuddered, but
did not draw back. Tinder a like adjuration, that they
were not consentient to the guilt of the king with Wal-
drada, he administered the rite to the attendants on
Lothair. Even Gunther, the contumacious Archbishop
of Cologne, having drained to the dregs the cup of
humiliation, was admitted to lay communion.6

What was the terror of Western Christendom when
it'became known that every one of these men had
perished before the end of the year! A pestilence, so
common among northern armies in Italy, especially at
Eome, broke out. But a few, and those only, it is said,
who had avoided that fatal communion, sur-
vived. Lothair himself was seized with the
fever at Lucca, with difficulty reached Placentia, and
there expired*

Pope Hadrian seized the occasion of the contest for

4 The Ann. Bertin. and Ann. Met. do not quite agree in tne arrangement of
l-hese events.   This scene is placed by the former at Monte Casino, sub ann. 8 59.
" This is the most probable time fvr the reconciliation of Gunther.